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SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN OPPOSITION LEADER VISITS BURMA 

1 . MR. WILLIAM GEORGE HAYDEN, LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN 
OPPOSITION LABOUR PARTY, VISITED BURMA JUNE 16-18 AS PART OF A 
TOUR OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN COUNTRIES. WHILE HERE, MR. HAYDEN 
HAD A PRIVATE MEETING WITH PRESIDENT NE WIN, AND ALSO SAW THE 
PRIME MINISTER AND THE MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND 
PLANNING AND FINANCE. ACCORDING TO THE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY, 

THE SESSIONS PRODUCED LITTLE OF INTEREST. THE PRESIDENT 
REPORTEDLY EXPRESSED SOME INTEREST IN HAYDEN'S PROPOSAL FOR 
"JOINT ACTION" BY SOUTHEAST ASIAN COUNTRIES TO COUNTER NARCOTICS 
TRAFFICKERS. HE ALSO TOLD HAYDEN THAT THE REASON BURMA'S ECONOMY 
WAS IN SUCH POOR SHAPE WAS THAT 40 PERCENT OF THE BUDGET WAS 
BEING SPENT FOR NATIONAL DEFENSE. THE AUSTRALIANS SAID THE 

REST OF THE HOUR-LONG CONVERSATION WITH NE WIN WAS MOSTLY ABOUT 
AUSTRALIAN POLITICS. (NE WIN REPORTEDLY HIT IT OFF VERY WELL 
WITH FORMER PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM. WHEN THE LATTER VISITED HERE 
IN 1974, THE TWO LEADERS SPENT SIX HOURS TOGETHER IN ANIMATED 
CONVERSATION, AND NE WIN MADE A RETURN VISIT TO AUSTRALIA 
LATER IN THE SAME YEAR.) 
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2. COMMENT: WE ARE VERY SKEPTICAL THAT NE WIN HAS ANY REAL 
INTEREST IN "JOINT ACTION" WITH OTHER COUNTRIES IN THE NARCOTICS 
FIELD. THIS WOULD RUN COUNTER TO EVERYTHING THE BURMESE HAVE 
SAID AND DONE PREVIOUSLY. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT BURMA COULD BE 
SPENDING AS MUCH AS 40 PERCENT OF THE BUDGET FOR SECURITY OF 
ALL TYPES. INCLUDING POLICE. HOWEVER, OFFICIAL STATISTICS SHOW 
THE MINISTERY OF DEFENSE GETS ABOUT 30 PERCENT OF THE CURRENT 
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EXPENDITURE BUDGET. 
BEAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: VISITS, OPPOSITION PARTIES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 23 jun 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978RANGOO02264 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780262-0247 
Format: TEL 
From: RANGOON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780625/aaaaavrt.tel 

Line Count: 64 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: a076a182-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2226006 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AUSTRALIAN OPPOSITION LEADER VISITS BURMA 
TAGS: PEPR, PINT, SNAR, BM, AS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/a076a182-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



